MAKING THE VIRTUAL EXHIBITION "THEY SHARED THEIR DESTINY. THE
WOMEN AND THE COSSACK’S TRAGEDY IN LIENZ 1945"” wiTH FOSS

By Brigit DANTHINE | Gerald HIeBEL | Philipp LEHAR | Harald STADLER For the ASSOCIATION OF THE MEMORY OF THE COSSACK TRAGEDY ON JUNE 1, 1945

HISTORICAL BACKGROUND

After being supporters of the Russian Czar for decades, parts of the Cossacks fought alongside the Germans against the Soviet Union in
World War II. In 1945, about 25000 Cossacks lived in Lienz as Surrendered Enemy Personnel of the British still in their units and, contrary
to promises, were handed over to the Soviets, others hid in the surrounding forests or committed suicide. The events became known as
“the tragedy on the river Drau”.

EXHIBITION BACKGROUND

Until today the perspective of the men was in the focus of interest. The women, who had joined the convoy in the hope of a better life in
freedom, were left out. The exhibition tells the fates of these women, most of whom have remained behind the curtain of history.

The exhibition was planned to open on the 75™ anniversary on 1 June 2020 but needed to be replanned as virtual exhibition within short
time due to the restrictions during the Covid-19-crisis.
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THE FINAL VIRTUAL EXHIBITION
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